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How will we know when it’s
safe to go back to work? To the
movies? To Disneyland?
When can the devastated econ-

omy rumble back to life?
A key to getting those answers,

epidemiologists say, is develop-
ment of the type of simple, cheap
blood test that a Little Saigon doc-
tor has drawn an official rebuke
for offering.
Used properly — and widely —

such “surveillance testing” could
allow public health officials to un-
derstand how widespread the in-
fection is in individual communi-
ties. That, in turn, could tell them
when enough people have devel-
oped immunity to allow public
life to resume.
One problem: Systematic

blood, or serological, testing
for COVID-19 antibodies is not
yet happening in California, or

PUBLICHEALTH

What step
could help
us return
to normal?
Experts say antibody
testing could be a key

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON» President Donald
Trumpwarned Saturday that the
country could be headed into its
“toughest” weeks yet as the coro-
navirus death toll mounts, but at
the same time he expressed grow-
ing impatience with social dis-

tancing guidelines and said he’s
eager to get the country reopened
and its stalled economy back on
track.
“There will be a lot of death,

unfortunately,” Trump said in a
somber start to his daily briefing
on the pandemic. “There will be
death.”

Joining Trumpwere Vice Pres-
identMike Pence, virus task force
coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx,
and Dr. Anthony Fauci, the U.S.
government’s foremost infec-
tious disease expert. Each stood
far apart from one another on the
small stage.
Trump added a twist on his fa-

miliar push for a drug that hasn’t
been clearly shown to work to
stop the virus. He said he may

‘THEREWILLBEALOTOFDEATH’

Trump: ‘Toughest’ weeks ahead
Coronavirus fatalities mount, but president
voices his impatience with social distancing

President
Donald Trump
speaks during a
coronavirus task
force briefing at
the White House
on Saturday in
Washington.

PATRICK SEMANSKY
THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS
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ByMartinWisckol »mwisckol@scng.com » @MartinWisckol on Twitter

T
he skies are clearer and carbon emissions are down thanks to telecommuting, fewer shopping trips, fewer flights and
other effects of the coronavirus lockdown, some of the same behavior changes that scientists and environmentalists
say are needed to address climate change in the long term. ¶ These experts point to lessons to be gleaned, and Earth-
friendly habits that could develop, from the current crisis. But they also express concern that political leaders’ sense

of urgency and trust in science-based policy will evaporate once COVID-19 fevers have subsided, allowing lackadaisical attitudes
toward climate change to continue. ¶ Climate researcher Michael Gerrard notes that while fiercer wildfires and hurricanes offer
immediate evidence of a dire need to lower carbon output, they haven’t carried the same visceral impact and attention to policy
that comes when people are dying during a pandemic. ¶ “Climate change is absolutely urgent,” said Gerrard, director of the Sabin
Center for Climate Change at Columbia University. ¶ “One lesson of the coronavirus is that you should pay attention to scientists.
The question is how many people are going to take that lesson.”

ENVIRONMENT

The coronavirus is forcing a lifestyle that
improves climate-change behavior. Will it last?

JEFF GRITCHEN – STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

CLEARING
THE AIR

Above: The 10Freeway and 110Freeway have unusually light traffic during midday in downtown Los Angeles last month. Telecommuting and
teleconferencing during the pandemic are reducing job-related traffic both in cars and on airlines, a key reason for the cleaner skies.
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Dear Valued Readers,
Right now, the breadth and

scope of the challenges facing
public health, let
alone social and
economic well-be-
ing, seem over-
whelming.
The coronavi-

rus outbreak is the
most serious cri-
sis the world has
faced in genera-
tions.
At the Southern

California News
Group, it is our sacred trust to
meet readers’ needs for knowl-
edge about the current public
health crisis and so much more.
The demand for our local

news coverage, and people’s

TOOURREADERS

A letter from
the president
and publisher

Ron Hasse
President
and
publisher
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ByBrooke Staggs
bstaggs@scng.com
@JournoBrooke on Twitter

Jessica Lopez’s struggle to af-
ford home internet service has
always been inconvenient, mak-
ing it tough for her 6-year-old
daughter to do school assign-
ments or for Lopez to complete
online forms occasionally re-
quired by her employers at the

Hilton of Anaheim.
Now the coronavirus pan-

demic hasmoved her daughter’s
kindergarten entirely online and
shuttered her hotel, eliminating
her job busing tables. And Lopez
said her lack of internet access
is forcing some tough decisions.
Though she’s trying to obey

stay-at-home orders, the 24-year-
old mom said she’s had to

INTERNETACCESS

Pandemic exposes the digital divide in Southern California
Tiffany Mitchell,
director of youth
and community
partnership for Project
Hope Alliance, displays
a Wi-Fi hot spot the
nonprofit supplies
to homeless Orange
County families.

JEFF GRITCHEN
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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MAMBA HONORED

TODAY’S FORECAST
Coastal:
Inland:

High 63/Low 57
High 65/Low 54
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regularly drive across town 
to her parents’ house so her 
daughter can do her school-
work and she can apply for 
support services. But her 
dad is still working a public 
job deemed essential, so ev-
ery visit brings new worries 
about exposing her daugh-
ter to the virus.

“It’s been very difficult,” 
Lopez said. “Are the kids 
just not supposed to do any 
schoolwork?”

There are nearly 700,000 
households across Los An-
geles, Orange, Riverside 
and San Bernardino coun-
ties that do not have in-
ternet subscription ser-
vices, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s most re-
cent American Community 
Survey from 2018. That’s 
more than 12% of all fam-
ilies across the four coun-
ties, with Orange County 
boasting the best connec-
tivity and San Bernardino 
County narrowly edging out 
Los Angeles County for the 
lowest percentage of house-
holds with internet sub-
scriptions.

That digital divide has 
narrowed in recent years, 
thanks to government, non-
profit and corporate inter-
vention, coupled with re-
search on how lack of in-
ternet hurts student test 
scores, job success and 
more. But, as with so many 
other gaping holes in the 
safety net, the coronavirus 
pandemic is shining a light 
on how many families still 
don’t have steady internet 
access at home, with people 
of color most affected.

Virus amplifies need
That access is needed 

now more than ever.
With schools across Cal-

ifornia shuttered through 
the end of the school year, 
educators are scrambling 
to set up distance learning 
programs for some 6.2 mil-
lion K-12 students across 
the state. But early reports 
show a significant portion 
of students aren’t engag-
ing, with trouble accessing 
online schoolwork viewed 
as a common hurdle.

People who can’t afford 
internet access are more 
likely to hold low-wage 
service jobs that can’t be 
done from home, regard-
less of their internet sta-
tus. But those people also 
are more likely to be out 
of work right now, which 
means they need support 
such as unemployment 
that’s largely being han-
dled online as physical of-
fices are closed to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus.

Internet access also is 
important for other rea-
sons, helping to ward off 
depression and other men-
tal health issues that can 
be triggered by isolation.

Research from previous 
disasters shows that social 
support goes a long way 
to reducing the adverse 
effects on mental health, 
according to Merritt Sch-
reiber, a psychologist at 
UCLA Medical Center who 
specializes in trauma trig-
gered by emergencies. But 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic — and the need 
to eliminate person-to-per-
son contact — Schreiber 
said social support has to 
be virtual, making elec-
tronic connection essen-
tial to “flatten the curve” 
for the psychological im-
pact of the crisis.

“We must facilitate elec-
tronic social support to 
reduce the stress of CO-
VID(-19) and the sense of 

isolation and loneliness, 
particularly for those liv-
ing alone,” Schreiber said, 
encouraging virtual play 
dates and scheduled Face-
Time chats between school 
peers.

But many outlets that 
families once relied on for 
free internet, such as after-
school programs, libraries 
or the local Starbucks, are 
closed due to the corona-
virus.

Push for funding
That’s why Democratic 

Party of Orange County 
Chair Ada Briceño and 
other local leaders are 
pushing to get money for 
internet access in round 
four of federal stimulus 
funding, which is already 
in the works to buffer ongo-
ing impacts from the coro-
navirus pandemic. They 
also want connectivity is-
sues to be tackled by state 
and local relief packages, 
with a hope that changes 
made to combat the eco-
nomic and social stresses 
the epidemic now will lead 
to long-term help for at-
risk families.

“I really, really do be-
lieve that we are going to 
be better and stronger for 
the kids at the end of this 
because we now see what 
was previously invisible,” 
said Jennifer Friend, chief 
executive of Project Hope 
Alliance, a Costa Mesa 

nonprofit that works with 
homeless children and 
families.

Some companies, agen-
cies and organizations are 
helping to fill the gaps.

Gov. Gavin Newsom on 
Wednesday announced 
that Google will be provid-
ing 4,000 Chromebooks to 
California students, and of-
fer three months of free Wi-
Fi to 100,000 rural house-
holds across the state.

Internet service provid-
ers — including Comcast, 
Charter Communications/
Spectrum and Cox Com-
munications — also are of-
fering free installation and 
subscriptions for 60 days. 
Limitations apply, though, 
with Charter’s offer limited 
to households with K-12 or 
college students living at 
home and the Charter and 
Cox offers limited to low-
income households. Those 
providers don’t cover all 
areas.

Since Lopez has no idea 
when she’ll be able to re-
turn to her job at the Ana-
heim hotel, she worries 
about signing up for a tem-
porarily free or reduced 
program that will auto-re-
new and stick her with big 
bills down the road.

Some school districts are 
loaning out Wi-Fi hot spots 
along with devices such as 
Chromebooks. But avail-
ability varies, with reports 
of some families struggling 

to get devices or informa-
tion about what’s provided.

“It’s disingenuous to 
claim that children have 
the ability to access their 
education online when they 
literally don’t have access,” 
Friend said.

Friend pointed out the 
irony of her local school dis-
trict using email to ask if 
she had internet access and 
a device for her own child to 
use at home. 

“If I didn’t have either of 
those, I wouldn’t be able to 
answer either of those ques-
tions,” she said.

Wi-Fi hot spot project
Project Hope Alliance 

has worked to narrow the 
digital divide by passing 
out WiFi hot spot devices 
to Orange County families 
who’ve been living in their 
cars or motels. A month ago, 
the group ordered 140 more 
WiFi hot spot devices — at 
nearly $40 each, with data 
subscriptions that cost $30 
a month — so they could 
help when schools started 
closing locally. But with de-
mand so high, Friend said 
they still haven’t received 
that initial order. Instead, 
they found 40 more hot 
spot devices through re-
sellers so they could start 
getting them into people’s 
hands now.

Single dad Matthew San-
chez of Santa Ana received 
a hot spot device and a 

Chromebook through Proj-
ect Hope Alliance.

Sanchez, 43, paid for 
home internet until re-
cently. But he’s in recovery 
from his 33rd and 34th sur-
geries, linked to complica-
tions from a gastric bypass 
surgery that in 2011 landed 
him in a coma for several 
months and in the hospi-
tal for nearly three years. 
Sanchez’s immune system 
is still so vulnerable that 
his doctors don’t want him 
to leave the house during 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
making work impossible. So 
he dropped internet service 
to trim expenses.

That’s left him feeling 
isolated, just as he was 
trapped by the four walls of 
a hospital room for so long. 
And since school campuses 
closed a few weeks ago, San-
chez said his 12-year-old 
daughter, Amber, has been 
trying to keep up with her 
schoolwork using his smart-
phone.

“I know that we’re not 
the only ones,” Sanchez 
said. “But it’s been really, 
really, really challenging.”

The hot spot device from 
Project Hope Alliance is 
proving to be crucial. It’s 
helping Sanchez stay con-
nected and Amber to catch 
up in school. Soon, Sanchez 
may use the device to keep 
his own education moving 
forward.

Last year, Sanchez went 
back to college for the 
first time since 1996. He’s 
studying to become a reg-
istered nurse, to give back 
to the nurses who saved 
his life a decade ago. San-
chez took a semester off 
for his surgeries, but was 
planning to start school 
again this summer. Now 
it’s looking like even sum-
mer classes might be held 
online. So until he got the 
hot spot device, Sanchez 
feared he might have to 
push his dream of becom-
ing a nurse even further 
down the road.

Sanchez said he hopes 
the coronavirus pan-
demic will prompt the 
government and others 
to step up, so the digital  
divide won’t hold anyone 
back from pursuing their 
dreams when this crisis is 
over.

Internet
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Project Hope 
Alliance CEO 
Jennifer Friend, 
right, says 
the pandemic 
has exposed 
the lack of 
internet service 
for at-risk 
families. With 
her are Tiffany 
Mitchell, 
director of 
youth and 
community 
partnership, 
left, and case 
worker Karla 
Alvarez. 
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YORBA LINDA / FULLERTON / ORANGE /
ANAHEIM / DIAMOND BAR
18432 Yorba Linda Blvd.
Intersection of Imperial Hwy & Yorba Linda Blvd., in El Pollo Loco Center

(714) 805-9524

HUNTINGTON
BEACH
7225 Edinger Ave. • Ste. F
In Thomasville Center

(714) 795-3014

IRVINE /
LAKE FOREST
16163 Lake Forest Dr. • Ste. E
Near Best Buy

(949) 431-2025

CORONA/
RIVERSIDE
2410 Wardlow Rd. #107
In IHOP Center

(951) 278-8070

RANCHO
CUCAMONGA
11096 Foothill Blvd. • Ste. 100
Next to Juice It Up

(909) 987-6556

Transform Your Kitchen & Bath
Complete Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

0% Financing*

5 Years+

50%
off +

Call today for a free, in-home estimate:

800-684-4100
or visit one of our showrooms!

Open 7 Days a Week: Mon - Thurs 9:30-7:30, Fri 12:30-7:30, Sat 10-7, Sun 10-6 Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover. CA St. Cont.’s Lic# 600509. +Select items.

*60 equal payments, O.A.C. If not paid in full by due date, accrued 29.99% APR will be applied (from original date of purchase.) See store for details.

Also get 50% Off+ all Flooring
+ 5 Years 0% Financing*

Serving over 300,000 Satisfied Customers for Over 32 Years!

Cabinets • Countertops • Tile • Vanities • Shower

Carpet • Tile • Wood • Water-proof Laminate • Vinyl
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